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32A District Court—Harper Woods School Assembly 
On November 13, 2009 the 32A District Court participated in 
a presentation to students in grades 7-12 at the Harper Woods 
High School.  Guest speakers included Judge Roger J. LaRose 
of the 32A District Court, Judge Willie Lipscomb of the 
36th District Court, Officer Charles Walker of the Harper 
Woods Police and liaison to Harper Woods Schools, 
William Fanfalone, a motivational speaker from Renaissance 
Programs, Ebonee English and Frank McGhee from the 
Neighborhood Service Organization (N.S.O.) Youth 

Initiatives Project.  Speakers addressed 
important issues such as anger 
management, making school a safe zone, 
respect for others, staying on the correct 
path, and making good choices. 

In the company of Ms. English and Mr. McGhee were two 
young ladies, Paokia and Gao, who performed a street theatre 
skit called “Friends Over Boys”.  Paokia and Gao acted out a 
scene involving relationship issues.  

Our thanks to Anne Nearhood from CARE for acquainting us 
with the N.S.O. Youth Initiatives.  The street theatre skit was 
a real hit. 
 

Peter Newman, Principal 
Harper Woods High School 

Congratulations! 
The Director of Public Safety, Grosse Pointe Woods, Michael 
Makowski, retired as of 12/31/09. 
 

 

Tobacco Law Passes! 
Effective May 1, 2010 Michigan will be the 38th state to go 
smoke free.  Encouraging smoke free lifestyles, students in 
the Harper Woods Secondary Building participated in the 
2009 Great American Smoke-out. 
Kick Butts Day is March 24, 2010! 
�

State Education Board Preparing Mental Health Policy 
With increasing attention being given to the importance of 
student’s overall wellbeing and its impact on their ability to 
learn, the Department of Education has presented the State 
Board of Education a first draft of its proposed policy on 
mental health in schools.  The policy recommends that each 
Michigan school and district establish socially and emotion-
ally healthy schools by focusing on prevention, early inter-
vention and treatment. 
 

Schools would also approve a mental health policy and a pro-
tocol that specifically spells out how students will be identi-
fied and assessed for mental health services.  Schools should 
establish an arrangement for an on-site mental health provider 
to deliver mental health treatment services to students on an 
on-going as needed basis, according to the draft. 
 

Kyle Guerrant, coordinator of the MDE Health and Safety 
Program, said the department would also be providing a Web-
based toolkit to give schools options on how to help students.  
An additional part of the policy focuses on how parents can 
become engaged both in the school and at home. 
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Youth Assistance Services will be having their 

Annual Advisory Council Meeting on January 14, 2010 at 
9:00 a.m. located in the Garden Room of the Grosse Pointe 
Woods Community Center, 20025 Mack Plaza.  Hear about 

Youth Assistance, Young Adult Diversion and SEMCA 
updates.  Please RSVP to Lynda Zott, Youth Assistance 

Coordinator, by January 11, 2010 by calling 313-332-0972 
or 586-218-5271 or email at lzott@careofmacomb.com. 
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Teen Intervene is a program for youth, 
ages 12-19, who are suspected of  

experiencing mild or moderate problems 
associated with alcohol or other drug use.  A 

three-part parent session is run simultaneously 
and is mandatory for teen participation. 

The next workshop begins Wednesday, 
January 14, 2010. 

Call Lynda Zott at 586.541.0033 ext. 215 for 
more information. 

In Your C   mmunity 
Parenting with Love and Logic 

Join America’s parenting expert, Bob Sornson, Ph.D., on 
February 4, 2010 from 7-9 p.m. at the Harper Woods 
Secondary School Auditorium and learn easy-to-use 
techniques for parenting kids of all ages.  Learn strategies to 
develop four powerful limits on behavior which will help 
your children become responsible and respectful.  There is no 
cost for this event and babysitting will be provided free of 
charge. 
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Project Focus is a FREE 
support program for parents, 
caring adults and youth ages 
6-15.  Separate youth and adult 
groups learn skills to reduce 
anxiety, how addiction works 
and how families are affected.  
Families will be meeting every 
other week in February, March 
and April beginning February 
8, 2010 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at 
Christ United Methodist 
Church, 34385 Garfield Road 
in Fraser.  To register or for 
information, contact CARE at 
586-541-0033 or visit 
www.careofmacomb.com. 
 

ASK THE EXPERTS with Beaumont Professionals 
A series of four “Ask the Experts” presentations with 
Beaumont Professionals will be held on Wednesdays in 
March in the Connelly Auditorium at Beaumont Hospital, 
468 Cadieux Road, Grosse Pointe.  For topics, dates and 
reservations, call 313-432-3832. 
 

Other Workshops: 
Autism—February 10th, 6-7:30 p.m., Neighborhood Club 
Baby Care and Safety—February 4th and March 4th, 
7-9:30 p.m., Beaumont, FEE 
Potty Progress—March 24th, 6:30-8:00 p.m., Beaumont 
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Register for the Cupcake 
Challenge! 

In celebrate of the Family Centers 9th Anniversary, 
9 cupcake challenge finalists will participate in the 
Bake Off on March 7th at the Grosse Pointe Hunt Club from 
1:30-4 p.m.  Pony rides and other activities guarantee a day of 
fun.  Register for the Cupcake Challenge by calling 
313-432-3832. 

Facetime vs. Facebook: 
A Conversation for Mothers and Daughters. 

Sean Hogan-Downey, licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist discusses navigating between “girl world” and 
“parent planet” on February 10th at the Grosse Pointe 
Academy Fieldhouse at 6:30 p.m.  To make a reversation for 
this free event, call the Family Center at 313-432-3832. 


